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Gary Patronek’s seminar on the complexities 

of animal hoarding. 
Dr. Martha Smith—Blackmore’s seminar on 

veterinary forensics. 

Full house at the Annual Meeting and Banquet 
Taunton PO Evan Lavigne received a Shining 

Star Award for his use of social media. 

Grafton Fire and EMS receiving  a Shining Star 

Award for their heroic efforts to save animals 

from a house fire. 

Brenda Hamelin receiving the Golden Bone 

Award. 
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From The ACOAM President 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the ACOAM board and its members for mak-
ing this year’s annual banquet and training day so successful. The training portion was 
held Friday, October 21st and started at 9am. It was attended by over 75 guests repre-
senting all different kinds of backgrounds. ACOAM thanks, Doctor Gary Patronek and Doc-
tor Martha Smith – Blackmore for taking time out of their busy schedules and making this 
training so successful. The Banquet, awards, and elections ceremony were held later that 
evening and was attended by over 90 guests. It is a time that we come together and rec-
ognize and honor those dedicated ACO’S and citizens from the past year. We had a great 
time with lots of laughs. Again thank you to the board and members for making this even-
ing one of the best events that we have ever had. 

Congratulations to ACOAM’S board of directors for being reelected for another year. This 
year’s award recipients were as follows; ACOAM’S IMPACT award was presented to Clerk 
Magistrate of Wrentham District, A. Ross Pini Jr. ACOAM’S Richard A Stein award pre-
sented to Leslie and Ed Grinnell of Eddie’s Wheels. Certificates of appreciation presented 
to State Representative 9th District Shawn Dooley and our Shining Star awards went to 
Taunton Police Officer Evan Lavigne, Grafton Fire Department and to Medstar EMS. Our 
coveted Golden Bone award went to Brenda Hamelin ACO of Millis / Medway. The ARL of 
Boston and the MSPCA presented this year’s ACO of the year award to Thomas J. O’Con-
nor, animal control department of Springfield. We also had a good time in honoring / roast-
ing one of our own and one of ACOAM’S founding fathers for his upcoming retirement, 
Paul Murphy, congratulations Paul. 

ACOAM President 

Joseph M Chague 

Eddie’s Wheels awarded the Richard A. 

Stein Award. 

Magistrate Ross Pini Jr. accepting the 

I.M.P.A.C.T. Award 

ARLB and MSPCA presenting the Animal Con-

trol Officer of the Year Award to T J O Ani-

mal Adoption Center 
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PAUL MURPHY 

The Man, The Myth, The Legend 
Paul Murphy: Where does one start when talking 

about him?  He is one of ACOAM’s founding fathers. 

He sat around the table with Tom White, Alan Bor-

gal, Dick Stein and many others and brainstormed on 

how to make things better, more professional, for 

ACO’s in the Commonwealth. 
Paul has been a past president of ACOAM, Merchan-

dise Manager, sounding board and very vocal in the 

past, present and the future of ACOAM. 
He has invested 30+ years of his life as the ACO for 

Cohasset and Norwell, and has been deployed in 

several instances for natural disasters such as Hurri-

cane Katrina. 
Paul has always been a big promoter of ACOAM. He 

helped steer the organization toward the Animal 

Control Certification.  He worked on archiving the 

classes,  audio taping them back then so if someone 

missed a session they could make it up and receive 

the exact some information as all the others in the 

class.  Even then you only had one absent but had to 

set up a time to sit down for a make up class with 

the audio Paul had taped.  
Sue Webb recalls these fond memories:  Hey Paul ... 

remember the grand ole opry.... the hot tubs in Ar-

kansas,  the country western line dancing... and the 

Disney incident in California... lots of laughs..  
Wendy LeSage writes: Paul Murphy is ageless. His 

support for animal control officers is never ending. 

Paul has been attending NACA events and confer-

ences since they began. He is always willing to help 

out and is known for his enthusiasm and willingness 

to support anyone that asks. He will lend an ear and 

offer suggestions, he will offer to speak on your be-

half. He has visited countless ACO's in this state and 

across the country. Paul has an enthusiasm for life 

that knows no bounds. When at 

the NACA conference in KY he went underground 

zip lining. He traverses the country helping during 

disasters and is a fixture 

at NACA and ACOAM board meetings.   

 

Continued on Page 8. 
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Legislation Changes 

 As has been shown in previous ACAlerts and in ACOAM NEWS, there have been many legisla-

tive changes over the years. Prior to 2012, the Act To Further Regulate Animal Control our laws were 

antiquated and not much legislation had gone forward that changed the scope of our responsibilities.  The 

climate has shifted in MA because of the views many posses about their pets being an integral part of our 

families. 
 In November 2016, the PAWS act helped give Ch. 140 SS 174E some more teeth to help us en-

force.  New laws were also added for animals left in motor vehicles. The changes are below in a sum-

mary: 
  Dogs may no longer be tied to a stationary object for 24 consecutive hours. The new law reads 

“for longer than 5 hours in a 24-hour period and outside from 10:00pm to 6:00am, unless the tether 

is for not more than 15 minutes and the dog is not left unattended by the owner, guardian or keeper. 
  Subsection D was stricken and replaced with: A person shall not leave a dog outside when a 

weather advisory, warning or watch is issued by a local, state or federal authority or when outside 

environmental conditions including, but not limited to, extreme heat, cold, wind, rain, snow or hail 

pose an adverse risk to the health or safety of the dog based on the dog’s breed, age or physical con-

dition, unless the tethering is for not more than 15 minutes. 
  Subsection E was stricken and replaced with: An exception to a restriction on outdoor confine-

ment under this section that is reasonably for the safety of a dog shall be made for a dog that is: (i) 

present in a camping or recreational area pursuant to the policy of the camping or recreational area; 

or (ii) actively engaged in conduct that is directly related to the business of shepherding or herding 

cattle or other livestock or engaged in conduct that is directly related to the business of cultivating 

agricultural products. 
  Section 4 and 5 (our fining abilities) were replaced with the following amounts: $100 fine was 

increased to $200, and the $300 fine was replaced with $500. 
  An additional subsection was added regarding the powers to enforce this statute and it reads: A 

special police officer appointed by the colonel of the state police at the request of the MSPCA and 

the ARLB under section 57 of chapter 22C may enforce this section following the same procedures 

relating to notice and court procedure in section 21D of chapter 40 for the non-criminal disposition 

of a violation, if an animal control officer contacted by either of these agencies in response 

to a violation of this section is unresponsive or unavailable. 

 

NEW LAW: MGL 140 ss 174F 
 (a)  A person shall not confine an animal in a motor vehicle in a manner that could reasonably be 

expected to threaten the health of the animal due to exposure to extreme heat or cold. 
 (b)  After making reasonable efforts to locate a motor vehicle’s owner, an animal control officer,as 

defined in section 136A, law enforcement officer or fire fighter may enter a motor vehicle by any 

reasonable means to protect the health and safety of an animal. An animal control officer, law en-

forcement officer or fire fighter  may enter the morot vehicle for the sole purpose of assisting the 

animal and may not search the vehicle or seize items found in the vehicle unless otherwise permitted 

by law. 
 (C ) An animal control officer, law enforcement officer or fire fighter who removes or otherwise 

retrieves an animal under this section shall leave written notice in a secure and conspicuous location 

on or in the motor vehicle bearing the officer’s or fire fighter’s name and title and the address of the 

location where the animal may be retrieved. The owner may retrieve the animal only after payment 

of all charges that have been accrued for the maintenance, care, medical treatment and impoundment 

of the animal. 
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 (d)  An animal control officer, law enforcement officer or fire fighter who removes or otherwise retrieves an animal 

from a motor vehicle under subsection (b), and the agency or municipality that employs the officer or fire fighter shall 

be immune from criminal or civil liability that might otherwise result from the removal. 
 (e )  After making reasonable efforts to locate a motor vehicle’s owner, a person other than an animal control officer, 

law enforcement officer or fire fighter shall  not enter a motor vehicle to remove an animal to protect the health and 

safety of that animal in mediate danger unless the person: (i) notifies law enforcement or calls 911 before entering the 

vehicle; (ii) determines that the motor vehicle is locked or there is no other reasonable means for exit and uses not 

more force than reasonably necessary to enter the motor vehicle and remove the animal; (iii) has good faith and rea-

sonable belief, based upon known circumstances, that entry into the vehicle is reasonably necessary to prevent immi-

nent danger or harm to the animal; and (iv) remains with the animal in a safe location in reasonable proximity to the 

vehicle until law enforcement or another first responder arrives. 
 (f)  A person who removes an animal from a motor vehicle pursuant to subsection € shall be immune from criminal 

or civil liability that they might otherwise result from the removal. 
 (g)  A violation of subsection (a) shall be a civil infraction punishable by a fine of not more than $150 for the first  

offense, by a fine of not more than $300 for a second offense and by a fine of not more than $500 for a third of subse-

quent offense. 

 (h)  Nothing in this section shall preclude prosecution under section 77 of chapter 272 (cruelty to animals). 

 
 So what does this new law mean? The ACO/PO/FF can make entry into a car for a animal that is in danger from 

heat or cold, and they are indemnified in doing so as long as they make a reasonable attempt to find the owner. This may be 

having your partner go into a business establishment  if they are parked in a parking lot and asking the owner be paged over 

their PA system.  But what if the car is parked at a large complex, or even harder, a park parking lot and no one is around?  

Ask the police department to run the plate, and see if they can ascertain a phone number.  Of course,  if the dog is critical, 

you have a judgement call to make as to whether this falls under exigent circumstances or not= which translates into how 

much time do you reasonably have to save the animal’s life. And remember, you need to gain access in the most reasonable 

way possible.  If you have a wedge  and entry tool that ‘s fantastic, but if the dog is critical and suffering it may make more 

sense to break a window.  What that laws wants you to recognize is that you do not break EVERY window to retrieve an 

animal. 
 There has been concern voiced regarding the “public” accessing an animal in this law. If you read the fine print 

bulleted above, they have to meet certain criteria before they make entry. If they make entry, and do not follow the proto-

cols listed they will not be indemnified under the law. 

 

AMMENDED BOND LAW MGL 272 ss 104 

 
House Bill 1220 recently was signed by the Governor and the amendments will be updated in the laws shortly. MGL 272 

ss104 is our “bond/seizure” law. For those who are not familiar with what this law means for us: 
 Previously if we seized animals and held them for cruelty cases it was hard to obtain funds to properly care for 

such animals. The reasoning for that was because of the way the law was written. Previously, whoever seized the animals 

needed to hire legal counsel to bring a petition forward to the court for the owner to post a “security” for the care of the 

animals. Many municipalities could not afford to hire town counsel to achieve this. There was confusion as to where bond 

should be filed. In the past some  have filed alongside the cruelty docket number and some have brought the motion for-

ward in civil court.  This can make for complicated fees and to cross reference each docket number if bond was ordered 

when there’s a criminal prosecution and a civil ruling. 
 This law is so important to our local municipalities as this law has some serious teeth to it. The town of Norfolk 

has used this law prior to it’s re write and it was one of two compelling factors for a horse owning defendant to surrender 

the animal—she didn’t have the money for the amount requested by the town of Norfolk.   Basically, if a motion for bond is 

filed in court, the defendant has to either pay for the finances involved with caring for that animal(s), and if the can’t do so 

the animals are forfeited to the municipality. It’s a great way to help get an animal out of the proverbial “evidence lock up”. 

That animals is still considered evidence, and can be examined by the defense during the pendency of the case, but depend-

ing on your municipalities policies you may be able to bring that animal into foster care, day care, invasive procedures like 

spay/neuter, etc. 
 So what has changed that is the biggest factor for 272  ss 104? The ADA who’s prosecuting the cruelty case may 

bring the petition forward  with the cruelty case at no additional expense to the town. See the next page for more details. 
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The changes to 272 ss 104 are as follows: 

 
 (a)  The definition of the word “authority” shall mean an organization or authorized agent thereof that seizes or im-

pounds an animal or animals pursuant to the General Laws. 
 (b)  If an animal is, or animals are, seized or impounded pursuant to the General Laws relating to cruelty to animals or 

animal fighting resulting in the issuance of a criminal complaint or a criminal indictment, the authority or prosecuting 

agency, including the district attorney or attorney general, may file a petition with the court exercising jurisdiction over 

the criminal complaint or criminal indictment requesting that the person from whom an animal is seized or a person 

claiming an interest in the seized animal, be ordered to post a security. The authority shall serve a copy of the petition 

on the person from whom the animal was seized, or if the person cannot be found, by posting a copy at the place 

where the animal was seized. The authority shall also serve a copy of the petition on the district attorney or the attor-

ney general, whichever is appropriate. The court may order that person to post a security. 
 (c )  The security shall be in an amount sufficient to secure payment for all reasonable expenses incurred, and anticipat-

ed, by the authority having custody of the seized animal from the date of the seizure or impoundment and thereafter 

for a period of at least 30 days. The amount of the security shall be determined by the court upon the recommendation 

of the authority. Reasonable expenses shall include, but shall not be limited to, estimated medical care, quarantine 

costs, shelter, and board. 
 (d)  When security is posted in accordance with this section, the authority may draw from the security the actual rea-

sonable costs incurred for medical care, quarantine costs, shelter, and board. If the expenses already incurred by the 

seizing authority at the time of the judicial decision on the petition exceed the petitioned for security amount, the 

court may permit the security to be paid in its entirety to the authority through the court, or directly from the re-

spondent to the authority, as the court deems appropriate in the interest of justice. 
 (e )  If the court orders the posting of security, the security shall be posted with the clerk within 10 business days of 

the court’s allowance on the petition. The defendant’s failure to post security within the appointed time shall be 

deemed an immediate forfeiture of the seized animal(s) to the authority, with the full force and effect of a court order. 

The court may waive the security requirement or reduce the amount of the security for good cause shown. 
 (f)  Posting of the security shall not prevent the authority from disposing of the seized or impounded animal for hu-

mane reasons and in a humane manner before the expiration of the period covered by the security. 
 (g)  The authority may humanely dispose of the animal at the end of the period for which expenses are covered by the 

security, if the court orders the disposition. If the disposition order is denied, the court may require the owner or cus-

todian or any other person claiming interest in the animal, to provide additional security to secure payment of reasona-

ble expenses and to extend the period of time pending adjudication by the court of the charges against the person from 

whom the animal was seized. 
 (h)  The owner or custodian of an animal humanely euthanized pursuant to this section shall not be entitled to recover 

damages or the actual value of the animal if the owner or custodian failed to post security. 
 (i) The court may direct a refund to the person who posted the security in whole or part for any expenses not in-

curred by the authority. The court may direct a refund to the person who posted security upon acquittal of the charg-

es. 
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New NIBRS reporting for Cruelty Cases Courtesy of NACA 

 

New Resource Enables Animal Control Officers to Report Animal Cruelty to FBI 
Washington, DC— (February 7, 2017) — The Animal Welfare Institute (AWI), in partnership with the National 
Animal Care and Control Association (NACA), announced today the release of its new resource, “NIBRS User 
Manual for Animal Control Officers and Humane Law Enforcement.” Unveiled at the recent annual meeting of 
the National Coalition on Violence Against Animals, the manual aims to ensure animal control officers (ACOs) 
and humane law enforcement (HLE) are aware of and fully equipped for their new and critical role in reporting 
animal cruelty incidents to the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

The role of ACOs and HLE became even more important on January 1, 2016, when the FBI started collecting 

data on animal cruelty incidents under its National Incident-Based Reporting System (NIBRS). Since ACOs 

and HLE are the first responders to many, if not most, incidents of animal neglect and cruelty, this professional 

community will play a key role in developing an accurate and comprehensive system of animal cruelty crime 

reporting. (With no animal cruelty category in NIBRS prior to 2016, ACOs and HLE previously were not NIBRS 

reporters.) This manual helps bring HLE organizations and animal control agencies into the reporting system. 

“Our organization led the effort to include animal cruelty in the FBI crime data reporting system,” said Dr. Mary 

Lou Randour, AWI senior advisor of animal cruelty programs and training. “Now, we are honored to partner 

with NACA to ensure that all potential reporters of animal cruelty crime are given the resources and training 

they need to develop a truly representative national database of such crime.” 

In addition to providing reporting guidance and an introduction to the NIBRS animal cruelty incident report, the 

manual contains 

 a reporting form, developed in cooperation with the FBI, compatible with the NIBRS reporting system re-

quirements; 

 a template for a memorandum of understanding that can be used to formalize relationships between an 

animal control agency and local police department for sharing data on animal cruelty incidents; and 

 a map of current NIBRS participation states (as of February 7, 2016). 

”Given the link between animal cruelty and violent crime, NACA is proud of the collaboration with AWI to create 

the NIBRS user manual,” said George W. Harding, IV, NACA executive director. “This tool will ensure animal 

control and humane enforcement officers have a way to report the vast number of cases not seen by other law 

enforcement agencies, thus providing truer representation of animal cruelty statistics.”  

To maximize the reach of the resource, AWI and NACA will jointly distribute the manual to appropriate net-

works and offer training for ACOs and HLE. 

The manual is available for free download on the NACA website at http://www.nacanet.org/?
page=NIBRS_Manual.  

National Animal Care & Control Association | 40960 California Oaks Rd. #242 Murrieta, CA 92562 
naca@nacanet.org | nacanet.org 

http://www.nacanet.org/link.asp?e=emanuel.maciel@newbedfordpd.com&job=2808535&ymlink=90852838&finalurl=http%3A%2F%2Fawionline%2Eorg%2F
http://www.nacanet.org/link.asp?e=emanuel.maciel@newbedfordpd.com&job=2808535&ymlink=90852838&finalurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enacanet%2Eorg%2F
http://www.nacanet.org/link.asp?e=emanuel.maciel@newbedfordpd.com&job=2808535&ymlink=90852838&finalurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enacanet%2Eorg%2F
http://www.nacanet.org/link.asp?e=emanuel.maciel@newbedfordpd.com&job=2808535&ymlink=90852838&finalurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enacanet%2Eorg%2F%3Fpage%3DNIBRS%5FManual
http://www.nacanet.org/link.asp?e=emanuel.maciel@newbedfordpd.com&job=2808535&ymlink=90852838&finalurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enacanet%2Eorg%2F%3Fpage%3DNIBRS%5FManual
http://www.nacanet.org/link.asp?e=emanuel.maciel@newbedfordpd.com&job=2808535&ymlink=90852838&finalurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enacanet%2Eorg%2F%3Fpage%3DNIBRS%5FManual
http://www.nacanet.org/link.asp?e=emanuel.maciel@newbedfordpd.com&job=2808535&ymlink=90852838&finalurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enacanet%2Eorg%2F%3Fpage%3DNIBRS%5FManual
mailto:naca@nacanet.org
http://www.nacanet.org/link.asp?e=emanuel.maciel@newbedfordpd.com&job=2808535&ymlink=90852838&finalurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enacanet%2Eorg%2F
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Brenda Hamelin writes:  Paul Murphy is definitely one 
of a kind, not many people last 40+ years in any 
job.  Paul was always promoting ACOAM and advocat-
ing for ACO's where ever he went.  I can't even imag-
ine how many times he has driven across the state.  A 
true gentleman in every sense of the word.  Enjoy your 
retirement Paul, no one will ever be able to fill your 
shoes.  

May your retirement be grand, may you always have a 
strong voice for ACOAM, and your love for animals 
and service never diminish. Enjoy your next chapter in 
your life Paul Murphy writes Hilary Cohen. 

PAUL MURPHY (Continued) 



Enrollment has started for the 32nd ACOAM Academy Certifi-

cation. If you have never been to our academy, or it’s been a 

long time, time to sign up is now. 

For more information please visit: 
 

WWW.ACOAM.ORG  
 

Rabies Positive Cases from October 2016—Jan 2017 

All MA counties are represented in these statics. 

 

 

 

BAT:  2 positive 

 

Raccoon:  13 positive 

 

Skunk:  12 positive 

 

Cat:  1 positive 

http://www.acoam.org


 

P.O. Box 455 
Framingham 

Massachusetts 
01704 

 

ACOAM 

 

Www.acoam.org 

Do you have news stories, events, or announcements that you’d 

like to share in ACOAM NEWS? Please send submissions to Hila-

ry Cohen at Norfolkk9@aol.com  

Board Members 2015 Elected 

 

President:  Joseph Chague   jchague@pittsfieldpd.org  
 

Eastern Vice President: Hilary Cohen norfolkk9@aol.com 

 

Western Vice President:: Wendy LeSage  acolesage@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer: Manny Maciel  Emanuel.Maciel@newbedfordpd.com 

 

Membership Secretary: Brenda Hamelin   bhamelin@townofmedway.org  
 

Secretary: Kelly Flynn     Tallpinefarm@aol.com 

 

Sergeant of Arms:  Katherine MacKenzie    kjm@framinghamma.gov 
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